
CAPTAIN JAMES DOUGLAS WARREN, VICTORIA, B. C .  

JULY 31, 1895. 

(Interviewed by Wm. Wakeham and R i c h a r d  Rathbun) . 

Has been here about 37 years.  

Q. How much have you done i n  the  f ishing 

l i n e  during that time? 

A .  I have not done a g rea t  dea l  i n  the 

f i s h i n g  l i n e ,  excepting s e a l  ard dog.  

Q. We a r e  inqui r ing  p a r t i c x l a r l y  about 

the f i s h e r i e s  i n  waters continguous t o  the United 

S t a t e s  and Canada w i t h  r e spec t  t o  the uniformity 

of p r o t e c t i o n  on the border waters, and ve have 

been p r e t t y  thoroughly over Fraser  River and 
0 

adjacent  po in t s ,  and r e  r a n t  t o  l e a r n  something 

about the s a l t  water;  the  salmon and t h e  other 

f i s h e s  which are o f  any p a r t i c u l a r  hpor tance .  

Do you know mach about t h e  salmon i n  t h e  sal t  

water hereY 

A. Well, I could hardly say. ' O f  course 

salmon re know very l i t t l e  about u n t i l  they come 

i n t o  the  r i v e r s ,  but they go more or less i n t o  

a l l  the bays an8 harbors around the  country.  

Q. How do t he  salmon come i n  that go Into 



t h e  Fraser River? 

A.  Oh, they s t r i k e  and follow up i n t o  the 

Strai ts .  I dont think t h e y  a r e  very long a f t e r  

they s t r i k e  on the  coast  before they ge t  up t o  

the F rase r  River .  I think they travel very 

fast. I n  the  win ter  they appear t o  s t a y  

around more; w h a t  r e  c a l l  the  sp r ing  salmon. 

They a r e  around here  q u i t e  a long while -- u n t i l  

Uter the sockeye run comes in .  

Q. Have you any ideas about t he  salmon 

i n  the fresh waters a t  a l l ;  i n  regard t o  the 

methods o f  cap ture  an3 the  l i k e ;  w h a t  r e s t r i c -  

t i o n s  should be placed upon them? 

A. No, I would know very l i t t l e  about i t .  

I was i n t e r e s t e d  somewhat i n  sane canneries  

some years ago. 

Q. What a r e  your sa l t  r a t e r  fishes that  

are o f  importance o r  may become so soon? 

A. Well, I suppose our p r i n c i p a l  f i s h  

here would be the  ha l ibu t .  There is consider- 

ab le  cod too. Of course I dont think the  cod 

i8 as numerous here as f a r t h e r  north. 

Q. Are they at3 l a r g e  here? 

A. Well, t he  true cod I dont think they 

arb a8 l a rge .  



&. m a t  is the distribution of the halibut 

here; where do they o c c u r ?  

A. A l l  over these banks, you w i l l  find 

them everywhere. 

Q. Inside and out? 

A. 'Oh, principally outside. There are 

lots inside as you go to  the Queen Charlotte 

Islands 

Q. What kind o f  bottom doe8 the halibut 

want? 

A. Well, 1 could hardly say. The grouni 

they are on must be pretty m c h  sandy 1 should 

say. 

, Q. How long have they been f i sh ing  for 

halibut? 

A. Oh, they have done 8 m e  f ishing o f f  

and on for  -- mer s ince  I have been in the  

country. 

Q. Do you mean white men? 

A .  Well, by spurts; not to  follow i t  up .  

Of course the natives have been f ishing,  the 

Lord knows how long. 

Of them when 1 came here. Rherever t h e y  can 

get a bank they rill catch halibut. 

wall, these appears to be a great deal of these 

They were catching lots 

The cod; 
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black cod; they a r e  very f a t .  

Q. Is i t  poss ib l e  t o  do anything with then 

i n  the  way o f  p repar ing  them? 

A.  I think on account o f  t h e i r  fa tness  

they f ind  i t  a g rea t  dea l  o f  t rouble  t o  cure 

them so they w i l l  keep good. I dont think 

they have gone in to  that pr-operly;  some p a r t i e s  

s t a r t e d  i n  and r a t h e r  made a f a i l u r e ,  and s o  

gave i t  up. Theparties t n a t  went i n  d id  not 

have much means anyway. But they are very 

p l e n t i f u l  o f f  ou ts ide  Queen Char lo t te ;  about 

200 fathoms o f  water where they g e t  i t .  

Q. It would not  be poss ib l e  t o  b r ing  them 

i n  from there  f r e s h  o f  course? 

A.  I dont knov why not.  They would 

have t o  use i ce  I suppose i n  t h a t  case.  They 

Catch a good many i n  t h e  ins ide  channels a l s o .  

Q. Do you consider that  there  is a future 

for  the  black cod? 

A. Well, I used tQ think S O .  They a r e  

c e r t a i n l y  a f i n e  fish, and i t  looks t o  me they 

a r e  a f i a h  t h a t  should getI a market  i f  they 8re 

properly oared for. 

Q. We have heard t h a t  they have been 

aalted a8 well? 



A. Y e 8 ,  but K dont think they k e p t ,  f r o m  

what I could hear, not any l eng th  o f  time, as 

there  i s  something wrong i n  t h e i r  c-ming them 

Wakeham:- Are they f a t t e r  than saLmon or 

mackerel? 

A * -  I dont know as they a r e  f a t t e r  than 

S p r i n g  salmon a r e  p r e t t y  fa t ,  sp r ing  salmon. 

but those are  very f a t  r igh t  under the  sk in ;  

that  is t he  black cod. 

Q. Do you thirdc i t  would be poss ib l e  to 

cure them as they cure cod f i s h ?  

A. Well, t hey  appear t o  think no t ,  on 

account o f  the i r  f a tnes s ,  that is  the  d i f f i c u l t y  

With i c e  I should think they could be cured a l l  

r i gh t .  There is no doubt they would can them 

as they do salmon if they o n l y  had a market. 

I dont think the re  is any o f  them ever  prapect-  

ed proper ly  f o r  the t r u e  cod here. They find 

them i n  d i f f e r e n t  p laces  a long the coas t ,  but 

I dont think any person has r e a l l y  ewer properly 

prOspf9Cted for them. 

Q. We know, of  course,  that they do occur 

i n  t h i s  region, even ins ide .  

A? Oh, pee; even i n s ide  they are CaWht 

sometimes 
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Q. But you cannot expect a f i s h e r y  to  

bui ld  up t o o  f a s t ,  o f  course. 

A. Oh, no; i t  takes  time. They must get  

a market and pu t  up according t o  t h e i r  market. 

1 think those p a r t i e s  that  put  up t he  black cod 

they d i d  not g e t  a market r i g h t  away and they 

had t o  keep t h e i r  f i s h  some l eng th  o f  time 

they d i d  not keep i t  up. There was probably 

too many p u t  on the  market a t  once. I t  is l i k e  

these eulachon we ge t  north,  you send them i n t o  

a p lace  where they a re  not know and people rill 

not look a t  them. 

Q. I8 tha t  a f i s h  that has a fu tu re?  

A. Well, yes; I should say so. It  is 

only a very s h o r t  season we can g e t  them; along 

i n  March. They do ge t  some i n  t h e  f a l l ,  I 

think,  but t h a t  is r e a l l y  the run. 

Q. Are t h e y  genera l ly  d i s t r i b u t e d ?  

A.  V e l l ,  no; the  bulk o f  them go t o  the 

Naas River. They g e t  some i n  the  Fraser and 

8ome in Knight6 I n l e t ,  but t h e  b u l k  o f  them 

go t o  t he  Naas River. 

Q. They dont Catch them i n  the salt  

water? 



A.  No; not  that I know o f .  

Q. What is the  general  p repa ra t ion  of  

those fo r  sending t o  market? 

A *  S a l t i n g -  They sa l t  numbers o f  them. 

‘ h e  nat ive8  ca t ch  them t o  t r y  out the grease.  

They dry  t h e m  some and smoke them. 

Q. And use them for candles? 

A. Well; they a r e  c a l l e d  candle f i sh .  

They rill  burn on accoun t  o f  being so f a t .  

Q. Do they burn? 

A.  I dont think they w i l l  burn l i k e  a 

card le ,  but they a r e  s o  f a t  they rill burn. 

Q. By l i g h t i n g  them wi th  a match? 

A. Well, I dont know as a match would 

l i g h t  them. f think it  would  take a l i t t l e  more 

fire t o  s t a r t  them. They c a l l  them the candle 

f i s h  because they a r e  so fa t ,  and they a r e  

very tender. I n  cooking them i f  you p u t  them 

i n  a pot  and b o i l  them they w i l l  cane out 

broken up. 

w i t h  t he  heads and t a i l a  a l l  n i ce ly  l a i d  i n  

regular order, and they w i l l  come out Wholee 

You want to  l a y  them i n  a c l o t h  

Q. Would not 8ome o t h e r  method of  cooking 

be b e t t e r  f o r  them? 

A *  1 dare Bay, but that i t3  the  c o m n  



method that is done here  t o  keep them from 

breaking up. 

Q. We heard something about the  r e l a t i o n s  

of  the eulachon t o  the sturgeon; that they go 

up about t he  same time the sturgeon do? 

A.  Well, I dont know jus t  what time they 

go up the  F rase r  River,  but i n  the  Naas River 

where the  bulk o f  them is they go about the 10 th  

o r  15 th  o f  March; that is t he  regular t h e .  

Q. Do they go up t o  spawn? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. How long do t h e y  remain up the  r ive r?  

A.  I dont think t h e  run las ts  over 3 

weeks. 

Q. 

A. '11811, I expect they do; I h a r d l y  know 

And they came r i g h t  down again? 

w h a t  become8 o f  them. 

UP 

They c a t c h  them going 

Q. 

the  salmon? 

You dont know that they die o f f  l i k e  

A. No; I think there  are such immense 

lots of them go up the re  that they can hardly 

die out. 

Q. What is the herring a8 a canmercial 

f i sh  here? 
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A. Well, the h e r r i n g  here  a r e  very small. 

Q. What a r e  they good for; a r e  they good 

f o r  food? 

A *  Oh, yes; but they a re  no comparison 

t o  the e a s t e r n  hmr ing .  

Q. Have they the same f l avor  and d e l i c a t e  

f l e s h  as the  e a s t e r n  herr ing? 

A.  Well, I dont think they a re  as fa t  o r  

as good a fis’: as a rule. 

Q, Do they e x i s t  i n  the  same q u a n t i t i e s  

as on the e a s t e r n  coas t?  

A .  There appears t o  be l o t s  o f  them here 

sometimes 

Q. m a t  d i r e c t i o n  do they come from? 

A.  Well, I could hardly s a y  whether they 

come from t h e  north or south. 

Q. How are they  distributed throu& this  

reg ion? 

A ,  O h ;  they come i n  all p a r t s .  Well, 

t h e r e  a r e  p l aces  -- bays and p l aces  -- where 

they run i n  and spam. 

What i8 the 8eason for the  her r ing?  

The eea8on would be along about March 

Q. 

A. 

OX’ Apri l .  
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Q. And they are caught very l i t t l e  at 

other times o f  the year? 

A *  I dont think they amount to  much at  

any other time. 

Q. They are your bait fish here? 

A.  Yes, we us8 them very much for bai t .  

Q. And you have the dog f i s h ?  

A. Yes, we have them p r e t t y  numerous. 

Q. Those are not a nuisancehere when you 

can make such good use o f  them? 

A .  Yes, we catch l o t s  of them. Oh, ye8; 

they a l l  have their  uses. 

Q* m a t  do you think of catching off s o  

m a n y  of them for o i l ?  

A. What; not holding out? 

Q. Yes .  

A .  Well, I dont know that they are gett ing 

any scarcer a t  a l l .  There appears to be lots 

o f  them. 

Q* You dont know a8 they ought t o  be 

abunXant? 

A. No, I think they are p r e t t y  destructive 

on other f ishes.  

c Q D  Have you ths capelan here too? 
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& e  you have the  smelt? 

A. Yes, we have the amelt; but what is 

the capelan? 

Q. I t  is a l i t t l e  f i s h  about the  s i z e  of 

the  smelt; perhaps a l i t t l e  l a r g e r  than your 

Smelt here and r a t h e r  darker  i n  co lor .  

A .  I remember the  name well emugh, but I 

dont jus t  remember the  fish. 

Q. How o l d  were you when you l e f t  the 

o the r  s ide?  

A .  I w a 8  only 19. 

Q. Are the re  any o the r  f i s h e s  t h a t  a r e  

regarded as commercial here? 

A .  No; I dont hardly think it .  There is 

no mackerel here. There is a l i t t l e  f i s h  they 

c a l l  mackerel, but i t  is not mackerel. 

&. What is  the  f i sh  they c a l l  mackerel 

here? 

A. I dent know; it is some kind. I t  

resemble8 a mackerel some, but it is much 

l i e h t e r  i n  color .  

Q. 

A. 

ful at all. 

Does that o c c w  abundantly heref 

NO; I dont thi*. they a r e  very p l e n t i -  



Q. You have p len ty  o f  crabs and shrimps? 

A. yea, there are a good many crabs, and 

t he re  are shrimps t o o .  

Q. And clams4 

A. Yes; l o t s  of them. 

Q. 
A *  

Why dont they use clams as b a i t  here? 

I suppose they consider the he r r ing  

are easier got .  They sa7 we want t o  get  i n  t i  

lot o f  he r r ing  and s a l t  i t  down f o r  bait, and 

sometimes they use salmon f o r  b a i t .  

Q. Use a whole salmon? 

A. Yes; cut them. 

Q. Would not take m e r e l y  the o f f a l  of  

the  salmon? 

A .  No; they ca t ch  t h e  salmon f o r  that 

purpose, but they w i l l  not do that if they 

can get  the herring. 

Q. What is the  fishing sea8on i n  the BBB 

Do they f i s h  rmch in the 888 here ordinarily? 

during the  salmon rune? That is t o  say, are 

p r a c t i c a l l y  all the fishermen at work on the  

salmon When they are running? 

A. Oh, they do p r e t t y  much. I suppose 

they can aatch the fish, though, d l  the time 



when they have salmon, and they,  o f  course, 

follow tha t .  

Q. NOW, the  h a l i b u t ;  do they f i s h  f o r  them 

during the sunmer a t  a l l  extensively? 

A .  Well, not extensively.  

Q. m a t  is the ch ie f  h a l i b u t  f i s h i n g  

season? 

A.  Well, they c a t c 5  the  h a l i b u t  c h i e f l y  

i n  t h e  winter time. I suppose t h e  reason of  

that  is, t ak ing  more of  them and the time of 

year they can get a market f o r  them. 

Q. Of courae, they a r e  mainly shipped 

away? 

A. Yes; there is no use  f o r  them to  ship 

them e a s t  when they can get p l en ty  over there, 

because it would not pay them. 

Q. Have you ever  been up the  rivers a t  

all; t o  the headwaters o f  any of  these  r i v e r s  

during the  time the  salmon are up there? 

A. No, I have not. 

Q. Do you think the s a l t  water f i s h e r i e s  

r equ i r e  any r egu la t ing  a t  all; any p r o t e c t i o n  

at this time? 

A. Well, I dont know I a m  sure;  not a t  
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Q. With the  salmon is  the re  any regula t ion  

regarding them necessary besides w h a t  there  is 

nor? 

A.  Well, I thirtc they requi re  a l l  they 

have got a t  any r a t e .  

t o  t r y  t o  work a l l  t h e i r  time. 

Fishermen a r e  very a p t  

Q. They have a weekly c lose  season and a 

year ly  c lose  season, and, o f  course,  every 

fisherman has t o  obta in  a l i cense ,  but t he  

numbers a r e  not l imi ted .  

A. O f  course there  is danger they may 

s p o i l  the ir salmon business. 

Q. The ColuTbia River is r a t h e r  a lessen .  

A. Yes; and these r i v e r s  w i l l  fo l lox  them 

too ,  i f  they a r e  not ca re fu l .  I t  is n a t u r a l  

f o r  a man who has a cannery t o  ge t  a l l  the  time 

he can, and he hurts himself i n  the long run too. 

Q. That is  e spec ia l ly  so,  a s  the runs a r e  

comparatively s h o r t ;  the f i s h i n g  i s  done i n  a 

limited t h e ,  and i f  they dont make anything 

dur ing  that time they dont a t  a l l .  

A .  Certainly. 

e. How long ha9e you been in t e re s t ed  i n  

the fur seal, Captain? 

A. Oh, I comenced the fur Seal business 



about 1868. 

Were fir s e a l s  a s  abundant then a8 now? 

A *  Oh, I think S O -  I dont think there  

is much d i f f e r e n c e  i n  them. 

&e  Have YOU ever formed any opinion about 

t he  h a b i t  o f  throwing the  o f f a l  i n  the water;  

salmon o f f a l ?  

A.  Well, no; I c o u l d  not say. I dont 

know that i t  would  do any hurt t o  the f i sh ,  and 

s t i l l  i t  might deTend upon whether i t  is c a r r i e d  

o f f  o r  not. If i t  accumulates i n  one p lace  

and becomes a nuisance -- but 1 am of the  im- 

p r e s s ion  t h a t  the f i s h  w i l l  e a t  i t  up mostly 

i f  i t  goes in to  the  water. 

Q. Do the dog fish hover about t h e  mouth 

of  t he  Fraser  River,  o r  is t h e  water too f r e s h  

the re  f o r  them? 

A. Well, I r a t h e r  think i t  is  too fresh 

f o r  them. They might be ou t  around the  sand 

heads some, but I dont think they bother the 

r i v e r  muah. 

Q. Do you think they prey on the of 

8e-n t o  any exten t ;  do t % Y  follow t h e  8amnq  

A. I dent hardly think it. I think they 

follow the small f i sh  more; herrang Other 



-16- 

small f i s h  of tha t  kind. 

Q. What would prey  on the  salmon? 

A .  Well --- 
Q. O f  course we know that the  seal group 

does. 

A.  Yes, the  seals do. 

Q. 

A. No, I dont think they would make am- 

Only would the re  be enough about here? 

b i g  s l augh te r  o f  them. 

Q. k v e  you ever noticed salmon f a r  o f f  

shore? 

A.  No; o n l y  just along the  coast .  We 

would t r o l l  and ca t ch  the cohos f requent ly  from 

the vesse ls .  

Q. Well o f f  shore? 

A. No, not far o f f ;  j u s t  along the  coast ,  

by t r o l l i n g .  

Q. How far have you been sea l ing ;  across  

t o  the Japan c o a s t ?  

A.  No, I have not been t o  the Japan coast 

myrrelf; o n l y  t h i s  coas t  and Bering Sea. 

Q. You have had no experience w i t h  the  , 

d i s t r i b u t i o n  of the seal except in the apring 

run north? 



Q. Have you never seen then: i n  the  f a l + u t  

i n  the  ocean? 

A .  N o ;  nothing t o  speak o f .  Along i n  

December they come on the  aoas t  again genera l ly .  

Q. But I mean as they go south, and they 

cross  the  l i n e s  of  steamers running t o  Japan 

of c o u r s  e? 

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q. But you have never been over that far? 

A .  No, I have not. 

Q- Have YOU had more stormy r e a t h e r  th i s  

sp r ing  than  usual ,  i n  connection w i t h  your fur 

s e a l  f i sh ing?  

A.  I t  has not been any stormier  than we 

have had o t h e r  yeare, but we have years f i n e r  

again.  It is probably rougher than a n  average 

th i s  season. 

Q. What f a  the cause o f  the very small 

catoh of seals t h i s  year? 

A. I t  is on account o f  the  weather. They 

have t o  have very  good weather t o  ca t ch  seala.  

8. Of couree you can use f i r e  arms off 

here, and I imagine moat of the a e a l s  a r e  taken 

with f i r e  arm a t  the 80uth. 

A. Moat of them are. When I went i n  tb 



business re  used m f i r e  arms a t  all. It was 

a l l  nat ives. 

Q. h e n  did they begin t o  take pp f i r e  

arms4 

A.  About 1883 o r  1884 I th ink .  

Q. What was i t  lead t o  the introduction 

o f  the f i r e  arms4 

A.  Oh, the whites; ge t t ing  white hunters. 

They could not get  experience w i t h  the spears 

and so s t a r t ed  i n  shooting. 

YOU can do j u s t  as well with the 

8pears as w i t h  the f i r e  arms can you? 

A .  I t h ink  so. I think i f  they had l e f t  

fire arms alone they n u l d  be just as  well off. 

Q. And you dont f r igh ten  the sea l s  so much? 

A. No, and that is  where i t  makes the 

difference you know. 

Q. I presume that  there a re  a l o t  o f  

anxious men waiting f o r  tomorrow morning t o  

begin. 

A. I suppose there is. Oh, yes; there 

w i l l  be a l o t  o f  them waiting. 

e. They would have gone r igh t  into Beriry3 

Sea to-day would they not; being ahead of t i m e ?  

A. I think l i k e l y  they would. 
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Q. They dont  wait  &own a t  Sand (4) Poin t?  

A.  I t h i n k  they would wait t h e r  j u s t  

long enough t o  allow themselves time t o  get  i n  

t h e r e  on t h e .  

Q. 

Bering Sea? 

Have you ever done any fur s e a l i n g  i n  

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q. What is your t rouble  with fog the re?  

A t  w h a t  time o f  year  is i t  most l i k e l y  t o  be 

foggy? 

A. Well, I h o w  i t  is foggy t h e r e  most  a l l  

su~pner. O f  course 8ome days rill be c l e a r .  

Q. Is i t  fbgg ies t  a f t e r  the  f i rs t  o r  

August o r  before? 

A. Well, we used not t o  go i n  there  u n t i l  

the first o f  July anyway, and from the f irst  o f  

July u n t i l  we l e f t  there  would be foggy spe.fls  

and c l e a r  s p e l l s  a l l  the way t l rough -- some- 

times t h e  foggy day8 roulcl l e s t  longer  than 

others 

Q. I8 it true that  the fog8 m a y  extend -- 
t h a t  vessels l o  or 20 miles  apart would ex- 

per ience  very  different weather? 

A. Well, I should think so very l i k e l y .  



The fog banks appear to be r igh t  straight up and 

down sometimes. I t  must b e .  If i t  was a con- 

t i n u a l  t h ing  a l l  over the sea i t  would be a 

cont inua l  fog. I t  is the fog banks tha t  they 

g e t  into.  

Q. mat cause8 the scals some years  t o  be 

o f f  i n  one d i r e c t i o n  f rom the - P r i b i l o f  Islands 

and o t h e r  yeam i n  another d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. I could not say, un less  i t  is the f i s h  

they feed on. 

Q. Because i t  is s o  you cannot do any 

f i s h i n g  i n  one d i r e c t i o n  and the  next  year a l l  

the  s e a l  a r e  there .  

A. Yes; I think i t  must be i n  the  f i s h  

they feed on. 

&. Do you think the  s e a l s  a r e  going t o  

hold out?  

A. Oh, I think so. Of course it  depends 

on t h e  rOOkeri88. 

went on the  rooker ies  and t h e y  ruined the 

Down i n  South America they 

business there .  

Q3 All through the South P a c i f i c  wherever 

there were seal Islands? 

A. Yes. If the rOOkerie8 are not pro- 
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Q. They s l augh te r  them there  b y  the 

hundreds o f  thousands every year.  

A .  Yes, s ir .  

&. I dont imagine the re  is a productive 

rookery i n  the  South P a c i f i c  ocean now. 

A .  No, I a n t  think there  is any  t h a t  

amounts t o  anything. 

Q. New Zealand has w i t h i n  her  t e r r i t o r y  

some o f  the  b e s t  rookery i s lands ,  and is t ry ing  

t o  bu i ld  t h e m  up. 

A. Yes; but i t  rill t a k e  a good d e a l  o f  

work t o  build them up now, as they a r e  so 

scarce.  

Q. The m a i n  quest ion with the  s a l t  w a t e r  

f i s h e r i e s  is whether there  is anything t h a t  

demands a t t e n t i o n  nor. Apar t  from the salmon 

the re  does not 888311 t o  be anything important. 

A. I dont think i t ,  because I consider  

t h e  market p r o t e c t 8  everything e l s e .  

Q. They a r e  rea l ly  undeveloped? 

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you t h i n k  t he re  is any percep t ib l e  

decrease i n  t h e  salmon yet? 

A. Well, we have the experience of  the 
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& *  They hold p r e t t y  well i n  B r i t i s h  

Columbia, but s t i l l  there  is another t h ing  t o  

be taken i n t o  considerat ion;  t he re  is a grea t  

m a n y  more people fishing every year. O f  course 

when YOU put  i n  more men and b o a t s  they ought 

t o  ca tch  more fish, i f  the f i s h  a r e  a s  p l e n t i f u l  

Has i t  been your experience t h a t  they have these 

bad years r egu la r ly?  

A.  O h ,  yes; i t  has always been so.  

Q. Has i t  been regular?  

A.  It  has been p r e t t y  r egu la r ;  2 years 

good and 2 years bad, and the  2 years are 

genera l ly  r egu la r ,  one w i l l  be b e t t e r  than tka 

o the r ,  and the bad years a r e  the same way. I t  

has run p r e t t y  r egu la r ly  that ray.  

Q. Why not have a c lose  year on the  good 

year, the b e s t  year? 

A. Well, I kind o f  fancy that they a re  

kind of a d i f f e r e n t  run  of the same salmon, 

com,in$lthe 4 t h  year,  and keeping that UP re@- 

l a p l y ;  that the chances a r e  if YOU p r o t e c t  that 

one year'xxmm and l e t  t he  r e s t  go YOU only 

p r o t e c t  that one yea r ' s  run. 1 think they 

would a l l  want some pro tec t ion .  



t h  
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Q. O f  course there  aye persons Who say 

t the d i f f e rence  i n  the years is due o the 

condi t ion o f  the water during the time when 

the eggs a r e  there .  

A .  The condi t ion  o f  the  water sometimes 

makes a d i f f e rence  in the  ca tch ;  t h a t  is on 

account of  being -- t he  higher the f loods  and 

t he  muddier the water is the  e a s i e r  they can 

ca tch  the f i sh .  

Q. Yes, but what I meant was by destruc- 

t i o n  o f  eggs, e t c .  

A. V e l l ,  there might be something i n  that. 


